Thornden School

Newsletter

13" November 2026

Welcome - Ms Lowing (Headteacher)

Dear Parents and Families,

It has been a challenging start to this half term. | am usually very
positive in our newsletters but, you are aware, that we have had
some difficult issues to deal with.

The community continues to rally round after the events on
Halloween. A sincere thank you to everyone who has been in touch to offer support. The
students in school have been exemplary in the way that they have dealt with the news, and
things have been, largely, as normal.

| have written to you about a spike of vaping incidents in
years 9 - 11. Please do read this carefully and get in touch
if you have any questions. We are determined to address
this quickly and robustly.

Despite some real challenges we have still found reasons
to be joyful at school this fortnight. | took the Head
Students and the Deputies down to Eastleigh to take part
in the Remembrance Day memorials. They represented
the school beautifully.

We also had more than 100 people join our Diwali celebration! We had wonderful food, great
company, dancing, music and henna. Thank you to everyone who came along

| hope that you have a lovely weekend and | look forwards to seeing you soon,

Caroline




Dates for you Diary

Event Date Information

Year 12 Certificate Evening 18/11/2026

Year 8 Author Visit 18/11/2026 9am in school
Year 10 Reports to Parents 20/11/2026 Received via email
Year 11 Trial Exams start 23/11/2026

Year 10 Parent and Carer Evening | 25/11/2026 Online

Year 7 Christmas Technology 02/12/2026

Fayre

Year 8 Report to Parents 07/12/2026 Received via email
Year 9 Report to Parents 07/12/2026 Received via email
Inset Days 2026-2027

15/01/2027

29/06/2027

09/07/2027

Friday 18" December
Friday 12" February n——
Thursday 25" March
Friday 16" July

Extracurricular Timetables and Updates

Please follow this link to our Extracurricular timetables.

Non-uniform days 2026-2027 / ‘! c 1

All timetables are now available.



https://www.thornden.hants.sch.uk/curriculum/extra-curricular

Artist of the week
o
L

This week we have four Artists of the Week. They are George H, Max A, Lewis G and Cass W from
Year 9. As part of a collaborative group project in the Year 9 Photography rotation they used
their own props as ateam in a creative photoshoot using/considering the photoshoot five':

lighting, angles, background, composition, content. This work was inspired by the artist
Vanessa McKeown - excellent group work!

GCSE 3D Artand Design -
LEAVERS 2026

This week we are showcasing some of our wonderful 3D Design GCSE pieces from Alex G, Layla

W and Lucas W. All students worked in clay to create their lovely final pieces based on either
Natural Forms or Portrait and Disguise.

At Thornden students can choose from 3D Art & Design, Fine Art and Photography GCSE. The course is
100% practical with no written exam.



Geography Adventure to Iceland-Mr Shepherd

(Head of Geography)

We have recently returned from the Geography adventure to Iceland.
What a fantastic experience we have all had. 93 GCSE students
experienced the wonders of life on a tectonic plate boundary at the edge
of the Arctic circle. On our travels we experienced the awe-inspiring
beauty of the rift valley, and UNESCO world heritage site, Thingvellir
national part, which is also home to the oldest parliamentary meeting
point in the world. We scaled volcanic craters. We got up close and
personal to some of the world’s best waterfalls. We donned crampons
and conquered a glacier whilst witnessing first had the extent of glacial
retreat at the hands of global warming. Experiencing the heat and power
of geothermal hot springs and geysers was the icing on an already pretty
spectacular cake.

The students were a joy to go away with, and | hope that we have created
memories and experiences that will last a lifetime.
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Department Spotlight
e 4

RS (Religious Studies) — Gill Heron

The RS Journey at Thornden

We have had a great first half term in RS. The Year 7 students are settling into their RS journey at
Thornden. They begin with our introductory unit entitled, ‘The Search for Truth’. The students
look at the concept of truth and what it means, before considering the different types of truth
there are; scientific, historical, moral and for theists, religious truth. We then go on to enquire
into a key religious truth from the six main world religions. These are the religions they will go on
to enquire into, in more detail, during their RS journey at Thornden.

From the Spring Term Year 7 students begin to study their first religion in detail. We start with a
study of the first Abrahamic religion —Judaism. As with every religion that we go on to study in
detail, we look at a range of key concepts that lie at the heart of the Jewish religion. To enrich
their study of Judaism, there is an opportunity for students to visit a synagogue and experience
what they have been learning about firsthand. In the Summer Term Year 7 go on to study their
second Abrahamic religion — Christianity, with a focus on some key Christian beliefs and the
concepts behind them.
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Year 8 begins with students building on the unit they studied at the end of Year 7 about Christian
beliefs, by enquiring into how Christians apply their beliefs in their lives, studying a unit entitled
Christian Practices. Having studied two Abrahamic religions, in the Spring Term of Year 8
students study their first Dharmic religion, Hinduism. To enrich their study of Hinduism, there is
an opportunity to visit the Shree Swaminarayan Mandir in Neasden. Having studied two
Abrahamic religions and one Dharmic one, students finish Year 8 by studying Sikhism in the
Summer Term. It is an interesting combination of both Abrahmamic and Dharmic features.
There is a further opportunity for students to enrich their study of Sikhism with a visit to a
Gurdwara.

Year 8
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Year 9 is an important year for our students as they make their option choices, so in RS we
support them in this by doing a taster of the 2 RS papers that make up the RS GCSE course. In
the Autumn term they do a taster of paper 2 of the RS GCSE course. This paper is entitled
‘Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies’. It involves studying religious and secular views
about a range of different world issues so, in Year 9 they study a unit about the different
perspectives and ethics surrounding issues, such as, the death penalty, animal experimentation
and euthanasia. This is followed, in the Spring Term, by a taster of paper 1 in the RS GCSE
course, ‘The Study of Religions’. We study 2 religions for RS GCSE, Christianity and Islam, soin
the Spring Term the students study their third Abrahamic religion, Islam. There is also an
opportunity for students to visit Christ Church in Winchester and the Cathedral. In the Summer
Term of Year 9 the students wrap up their Key Stage 3 journey in RS, by studying a unit entitled
‘Discrimination and Persecution’. This builds on some of their earlier learning on Judaism and
Hinduism, as well as giving them a taster of the Ethics and Belief units that are part of the
Personal Development carousel at Key Stage 4.
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Year 10 have been embarking on their RS GCSE journey this term and have made a great start to
The Study of Religions Paper, as previously mentioned. They have already completed their unit
on Islam Beliefs and are currently studying Islam Practices. To enrich their studies the students
had the opportunity to visit the London Central Mosque and Islamic Centre, near Regents Park,
just after half term. This was a great opportunity to see and experience firsthand what they have
been learning about. Once we have completed our study of the practices in Islam, we will move
on to study the second religion the students are required to study for Paper 1, Christianity.

Year 11 are currently working hard as they prepare for their trial exams. They have now
completed three quarters of the RS GCSE course, having already completed all of Paper 1 - The
Study of Religions, they have also completed the first two of four themes for Paper 2. These are
entitled, Relationships and Families, and Religion and Life, both encompassing a range of
issues. The students have started the third theme, Religion, Peace and Conflict however, since
half term, we have paused to focus on structured revision, both in our RS lessons and for home
learning. We aim to finish the course by the end of February which will give us a couple of
months for structured revision before the final exams in early May. As the students finish the
course we will be running our annual Year 11 RS GCSE Conference. This is when our Year 11
students have an opportunity to hear from a number of different guest speakers, from across
the range of religions and issues they study as part of the RS GCSE course.



Careers - Miss Stickland (BTEC Enterprise and

Careers Lead) & Miss Quinn (Careers Coordinator)

Click here for all the latest careers news, events and opportunities.

Peter Symonds College Applications - Year 11
College applications are now open and close on Monday 7 December 2026. Applications can be
made on this link.

Barton Peveril College Applications - Year 11
College applications are now open and close Friday 12th February. Applications can be made
on this link.

Sparsholt College Applications - Year 11
College applications are now open, and we recommend applying by Christmas. Applications
can be made via this link.

Itchen College Open Event - Wednesday 28th April 2027 5pm - 8pm - Year 10 &11
Please use this link to book a place.

SHCG Open Events - November 2026 - Year 10 & 11

17" November Fareham College

19" November Southampton College

Please book using this link Events Archive - SHCG | South Hampshire College Group
College applications are now open for Year 11, and we recommend applying by Christmas.
Applications can be made via this link Apply Now - SHCG | South Hampshire College Group

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Constabulary Recruitment Roadshow - Sunday 15th November

2pm-4pm
Full information can be found on this link.

Understanding T Levels: Free Webinar for Parents & Carers - All years

Please use this link to view a recent webinar for parents and carers to help them understand T
Levels including what they involve, how they differ from other post-16 options, and the
progression opportunities they can lead to.

Applying to Medicine Conference on Saturday 14th November - All years
Please see poster regarding an upcoming virtual conference for students interested in a career
in medicine. You can register here: Applying to Medicine Conference Registration

Discover a career in Biomedical Science - Via Teams - Tuesday 24" November 6pm - 7pm -
Allyears

Every day, biomedical scientists work behind the scenes in healthcare laboratories, analysing
blood, tissue and other patient samples to help diagnose disease, monitor treatment and
inform patient care.

Join the Institute of Biomedical Science (IBMS) during National Pathology Week for an
interactive webinar exploring what biomedical scientists do, where they work and how you can
become one. Please use this link to register.


https://sites.google.com/view/thorndenschoolcareers/career-events-opportunities
https://apply.psc.ac.uk/
https://barton-peveril.ac.uk/join-us/apply-to-barton-peveril/
https://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/information/apply/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/open-event-wednesday-28th-april-tickets-1999389846854?aff=erelpanelorg
https://shcg.ac.uk/shcg-events/
https://shcg.ac.uk/apply-now/
https://unityonline.org.uk/event/hampshire-isle-of-wight-constabulary-recruitment-roadshow/
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/t-levels-week-parent-and-carer-webinar-understanding-t-levels/
https://dk549r04.eu1.hs-sales-engage.com/Ctc/W6+23284/dk549r04/Jll2-6qcW7Y8-PT6lZ3mwW7gRsNn6LjBX_W8gz38j7gXBsKW3QqZqk94yGb4W7HCfQN3Np1ddW7PQNWN6LxLMKW1dpGqr3Ggqh2W1WGLvF7Fx-XPW6Y_nyv3q6cmjMLNkkS2nHQsW36rgzq1G7Cn_W4cqwKr3n5mmxW2Wd96k8VPj0pW4XYDxC2sn6R8N6GjL4R3hr-FW8X4Qxt6rtlz5W2j_Xfw1MkZJJW94LdJL8Qjx7ZW4Y4kPs55TgbxW6wyshF2LwjvVW6RDd412dxmYyN6rnN5-CHY5WW3rgtZX3QZjYjW1l_85H3hs9CxW7BykVb8bgHSDW7vQPRp77HFXvW9m2X3W6JsCyMf3FrQCd04
https://www.ibms.org/resource-hub/event-calendar/discover-a-career-in-biomedical-science.html?fbclid=IwdGRzaAVXNo1jbGNrBVczTmV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHBkb2YFc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQMMzUwNjg1NTMxNzI4AAEfjf3QrQAooAZlwoccnVuJfV1qxzBfj99sH52Ge2ivcAPiodPBAY9yCIAHvbk_aem_tmnDmlA6ZXgvNikDg_uycQ&sfnsn=scwspmo

Marine Careers Evening, Lymington - 26th November - Year 9, 10, 11
This is a chance to explore the diverse career opportunities in the marine industry. Please see
attached poster for details and how to book.

Fareham College V Level & A Level Information evening - Wednesday 2" December and
Wednesday 13" January 5:30 - 7:00pm - All years
What to Expect:
e Advice, guidance, and a Q&A session for students and parents.
e Explanations of new V Levels (vocational qualifications equivalent in size to A Levels)
and how they combine with selected A Levels.
e |Information on the three career pathways launching for the 2027-2028 academic year:
Digital, Education, and Finance & Accounting.
e Guidance on mixing qualifications (e.g., VLevel + VLevel + A Level or V Level + A Level +
A Level) to build a two-year Level 3 study programme.

Please use this link to book.

SHCG Upcoming Events can be found here Events Archive - SHCG | South Hampshire College
Group

SHCG Apprenticeships: Informing The Next Generation Webinar - Wednesday 20" January
and Wednesday 10" March 6pm - All years

This is a virtual session to learn about what an apprenticeship is, how to find an employer and
the support SHCG provides. Is your child considering an apprenticeship but you're not sure how
they work, what they involve or where to start? Join SHCG for an informative and practical
webinar designed to help parents and guardians understand apprenticeships and how they can
support a young person taking their first steps into the world of work. Please use this link to
book.

SHCG Upcoming Events can be found here Events Archive - SHCG | South Hampshire College
Group

PETA Apprenticeship Open Evening - Thursday 18th March 2027 - Year 10 & 11

Our annual event is designed to help young people and their families learn more about
apprenticeships, meet local employers and explore post-16 career pathways.

Please use this link to register for a place.

Richard Taunton Sixth Form College Open Evenings - 21 April 6:00-8:00pm - Year 10 & 11
Students and parents can book in advance via our website or this link. It’s a great opportunity for
students to take a look around the college, find out more about the courses we offer and to
meet staff and students.

College applications are now open

Steve Willis Training Centres Apprenticeships Open Days 2026/2027 - Year 10 & 11
Please see link for full details Apprenticeship Open Days | Steve Willis Training



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/v-level-and-a-level-information-evening-tickets-2003915716853
https://shcg.ac.uk/shcg-events/
https://shcg.ac.uk/shcg-events/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/apprenticeships-informing-the-next-generation-parents-guardians-tickets-2002933350569
https://shcg.ac.uk/shcg-events/
https://shcg.ac.uk/shcg-events/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=tTXhJKhQSEaNDysBqvUtDj_sjJvq-EFPkVDwXwsdGHZUMVhENFdORU5JSjQzQ1BTRzBFTjMwVkdLNS4u&route=shorturl
https://www.richardtaunton.ac.uk/open-events/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/richard-taunton-sixth-form-college-89377341343?msockid=17d9f98dbb32668529e1ec69ba8967ff
https://stevewillis.com/news/apprenticeships/join-our-apprenticeship-open-days/
https://stevewillis.com/news/apprenticeships/join-our-apprenticeship-open-days/

SETA Engineering Vacancies - Year 11

Please use link to view the weekly bulletin for Engineering Apprenticeship vacancies. As always,
all vacancies are advertised on SETA’s vacancy page on our website with links out to the
appropriate websites for students to apply.

Pop back regularly to SETA’s website to look for any new adverts, as well as the Government
Apprenticeship Website.

Success at school - Live career webinars - Various dates in Dec/Jan for all years
Webinars including accountancy and the entertainment industry are currently available to book
on this link.

Futures For All - Virtual work experience opportunities - Age 14+

Futures For All offer a wide range on virtual work experience for students. This is not intended to
be carried out instead of the official one week work experience that students take part in but to
be done in addition if students wish. Please see the attached letter and link.

British Army Careers Newsletter - All years
Please see attached newsletter for career opportunities in the Army. Sign up using our new
website sign-up link here.

The Performing Arts Department is looking to borrow a number of items for our upcoming school
production. All borrowed items will be returned in February once the production has finished.

We are currently looking for:
A Santa sleigh
Suitcases in a 1930s/1940s style
A small armchair and footstool (they do not need to match)
Faux fur coats

We are also looking for a large wardrobe. However, to adapt it for use on stage, we will need to remove
the back panel, so unfortunately we cannot guarantee that it will be returned in its original condition.

In addition, if you have any lengths of dried bamboo that you no longer need, we would be very
grateful to receive them.

If you are able to help with any of the above items, please contact the school.



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.setatraining.co.uk%2fapprenticeships%2fcurrent_vacancies.html&c=E,1,WkX_wf5srPxPYgvKrVrfM2AmTKXXWNjFrUoKryajL8WGBCQ0opu_dPUGGWLnrQi4wZb6j6GMS2F3g1Dx2Ix7XSv5_q62YmebklzN6KZljHEEX-c,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.setatraining.co.uk%2fapprenticeships%2fcurrent_vacancies.html&c=E,1,cwIklEMS_8b8vrwiLX5_cOCnj695iDaR1gTe19f6g9oiXllXozMgplGoSxFMnDhenj3LeQjgDuk9eqBZZpB_Tp0eTdQmp-gtMEzfIH6u6G2sU-o58eW-oBotW_Jm&typo=1
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://webinars.successatschool.org/?session=skydance&utm_source=Success+at+School+-+Newsletter+Signups&utm_campaign=f79fec1d73-20260611_Skydance_NLSignups&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-676fe55ff7-212136247&goal=0_65c6d67e71-f79fec1d73-212136247&mc_cid=f79fec1d73&mc_eid=4e69f97ef2
https://www.futuresforall.org/
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/forms/parents-teacher-form/?cid=mail6487453179

Together we can
fuel their future.
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Careers -
Evening

Welcome to Futures For All.

Dear Parent[Guardian [Carer,

W are very pleased to anncunce that your child's schoelfeellege will be warking
closely with Futures Far All for the academic year 2026-27.

Futures For All is a UK-wide youth charlty dedicated to helping students wha
arrend state schools and colleges find cheir footing in life. Since our launch in
2010, we have supperted more than 185 million poung people te learn absur
careers and feel more empowered about their furure.

From eye-opening Werk Experience with leading employers to inspirational
ralks with high-profile Speakers for Schools, we offer highly effective ways for
1-19-year-olds 1o expand their networks and develop the necessary confidence,
skills, and knowledge to become betrer prepared for the world of work.

Research shared by The Surton Trust revealed char, despite accounting for just
7% of the pupil population, privately educared people accupy arsund 36% af
‘rop jobs’ in the UK. Yer research has also shown that they do so with che same
academic grades as cheir scate-educaced peers. At Futures For All, we believe
that a yeung person's future should not be limived by where chey live, che sort
of school they attend, or whe their parencs know. We're all about giving young
people fram stare schools and eolleges fairer access o the opportunities they
deserve at no cost to ctheir school/college or to you.

Join us for an exciting evening at the Lymington Town Sailing Club
exploring the diverse career opportunities in the marine industry!

Thar's why this year, we will werk closely with your child's school or college
o provide fully funded career-relaced activities for studencs.

Aimed at Year 9 students upwards, parents and carers, this event is
perfect for anyone looking to dive into the world of marine professions.

Your Consent

Te ensure we can suppart yeur child's application far wark experience, we
rust abtain yeur consent. Please be prepared to support your young person
at the scage in their applicacion which asks for parent fguardian carer consent.

Come and explore exhibitors and connect with industry professionals
in the marine sector, including presentations, practical work and
goodie bags to take away.

@42‘.; ‘f’kﬁ@
Don't miss this opportunity! : { r5 s

Scan the QR code to register your place.

‘Wi can't wait to help your child feel more confident about their future.
Warm regards, Futures For All

T w44 (0) 300 3655888 € info@futuresforallorg W Futuresforallorg
& Futures For AL Unit 109, 30 Great Guildford 5t, London 5E1 0HS

Visit futuresforall.org

For more information, please email lisa.fox2@hants.gov.uk .
or scan to dlSCOVQI’

Lymington Town Sailing Club, Bath House, Bath Road, Lymington, SO41 3SE
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BRITISH ARMY
CAREERS NEWS

1 ZOOM ONLINE CONFERENCE )

LET'S TALK MEDICINE! N/

Keg spzaker‘)‘

DR KONAIN EHSAN

Could you see yourself representing the
nation at major ceremonial events while
training for a combat role?

WHAT TO EXPECT

This session will help you navigate the medical school application process with greater clarity and direction.
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Medical School UCAT Clinical Experience
Admissions Insights Strategy & Tips Advice
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ALL SESSIONS RUN ON A SATURDAY, 9AM - 12PM (LONDON)

SEARCH WANT TO BOOK A TALK, REQUEST MATERIALS OR ASK A QUESTION? SEARCH ARMY JOBS
v ARMY

Call your local office o email the Army Outreach team at. @@@ :hﬁz.-.
% JOBS rg-necoutreachadminizmod.gov.uk




FOTS

Thank you to Nic, and why we need you more than ever
At our AGM on 9 November we said a huge thank you to our
Chair, Nic Lansdowne, who stepped down after two years in
the role on top of more than ten years with our second-hand

uniform service. She’s helped countless families and raised FOTS
&

many thousands of pounds for the school along the way.

Thornden’s Parent
Teacher Association

Could you be our new Chair? We’d love some nominations for this vacancy

Full support is available from our small & very friendly committee

The FOTS year at a glance:
> £16,206 Funding given in response to bids from school
A~ £1,500 Anew branded events gazebo for use by any team, club or group
= £1,630 From second-hand uniform sales (the best in at least five years)
£1,058 Waitrose green token scheme + our best year yet from easyfundraising

The last 5 years of FOTS:

Grants to school

£20k Events & one-offs

P — ]
e I second-hand uniform
£15k O
£10k
O

Regular donations

£0

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27

Ssome figures have been moved from the published accounts into the year they relate to (returned grant money and Gift Aid).

Tougher times are coming while our donor numbers are falling

As well as fund requests from school, we’ve been building reserves towards the Big Idea. Since
Year 7 joining packs went digital, fewer new families are signing up to donate, and this is storing
up potential trouble for the future. At the same time, school funds continue to come under

increased pressure especially when e.g. new policies on phones may not be funded, so please
consider making a regular donation

How you can help

If you could spare a little time, whether as our new Chair or helping out now and then, please
email us fots@thornden.hants.sch.uk. If you’re not already a regular donor, could you spare the
price of a couple of coffees each month? You can sign up here



mailto:uniform@thornden.hants.sch.uk?subject=Uniform%20Enquiry
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=108205&invite=1TRQ06&referral-campaign=s2s
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/28128#!/DonationDetails
mailto:fots@thornden.hants.sch.uk
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/28128#!/DonationDetails

Year 7 Technology Christmas Fayre-Mrs Coles

(Head of Design and Technology)

Get into the festive spirit and join us for our Year 7 Technology Christmas Fayre on
Wednesday 2" December - 3.00 to 4.45pm.

On Tuesday 1st December, our Year 7 students will become Santa's elves for the day, busy
preparing a wonderful range of handmade festive products ready for sale at the Fayre. Students
will be creating delicious Christmas cupcakes and biscuits, festive tree decorations, unique
Christmas gifts, and much more.

The Fayre will take place on Wednesday 2nd December in the School Canteen from 3.00pm to
4.45pm. There will be plenty of festive fun, including a Lucky Dip, Jam Jar Tombola, Raffel,
games and lots of other exciting stalls.

We warmly welcome students, parents, family and friends to come along and support our
talented Year 7 students while enjoying a festive afternoon.

Important Payment Information
To help the event run smoothly, no cash will be accepted on the day. Purchases can be made
using a payment card purchased in advance via Arbor.

We look forward to seeing you there and celebrating the creativity, teamwork and
entrepreneurial spirit of our fantastic Year 7 students!




Thornden Sport- Miss Hall (2" in PE)

Sports Results
w/b 19" October

Player(s) of the
Date Team | Gender Sport Opposition Fixture Type Result match
Henry
21/10/2026 uid Male Football Vs Beaufort League Lost 1-2
03/11/2026 u12 Female Football Vs Romsey League Won Eliza
03/11/2026 U12b Female Netball Vs Swanmore League Won 10-7 Anphesa & Izzie
03/11/2026 U13b Female Netball VS Swanmore League Won 12-11 Freya & Emily
03/11/2026 u12 Male Rugby vs | John Hanson Friendly Lost 20-30
04/11/2026 U14b Female Netball VS Swanmore League Won 15-7 Ella & Phoebe
04/11/2026 U16b Female Netball Vs Swanmore League Lost 14-17 Elouise & Elizabeth
Henry
04/11/2026 u15 Male Football Vs Beaufort League Won 3-2
Olivia D &
Rosie/Imogen &

05/11/2026 U12A Female Netball VS Various Tournament 3rd place & 4th place Izzie
05/11/2026 u13 Male Rugby VS TPS Hampshire Cup Lost

4th place - John

Hanson 10-7,

Westgate 7-8,

Toynbee 13-9,

Brookfield 5-17,
09/11/2026 U16a Female Netball Vs Various Tournament Mountbatten 8-12

Achievement
Netball

Well done to Edie, Year 8, who was successful in the trial process and has been accepted onto
the U13 Hampshire Player Development Programme for 2026-2027. A great achievement after a
lot of hard work. Well done!

Rugby

4 Year 11 students have recently been selected for the U16 girls England RFU Player
Development Group for 2026. This is the second year running for these girls! Well done to Katie,
Amelia, Eleanor and Sofia.

Water Polo

During half term, Amélie, Year 11, attended a water polo trial in Bristol, and recently found out
that she’s been selected for the Southwest U16 Water Polo Talent Centre, part of Swim
England’s national talent pathway.

Only up to 250 players aged 13-16 are selected across England!
The programme involves nine months of elite training, finishing with the National Talent Games,
where the six Talent Centres compete against each other. It’s also an important stepping stone

towards the U/18 National Squad and potentially Team GB.

A fantastic achievement Amélie that you have been working hard for. Well done.



Taekwondo

Following her brilliant medal-winning run at the British National
Championships, Diana, Year 9, has continued her remarkable
momentum across both domestic and international circuits.

She first led on home turf, claiming Gold at the Aquila Open
Championships in London.

Diana then took to the world stage at the Dracula Open in Romania,
an elite event welcoming competitors from 72 nations across five
continents. Facing top-tier global talent, Diana delivered three
incredible wins against very strong opponents from Italy, Belgium,
and Germany. She followed with an absolute warrior performance
in a very close final against an Israeli national team athlete,
securing a well-deserved silver medal and earning crucial ranking
points toward her European standing.

We are exceptionally proud of your achievements, Diana!

Gymnastics

Well done to Rita and Katie who just recently travelled

i to Crewe, along with 3 other members of their team, to
take part in the Mezzo Cup Finals Team Gym event. The
team nailed their routine and came away winners! Well
done to all involved.

We are always very keen to hear about success stories from our students outside of school, so
please do get in touch if there is news we can share. For any sporting successes, please email
Miss Hall, Second in PE: s.hall@thornden.hants.sch.uk

Social Media

At Thornden we have an Instagram page, which serves as a platform to enhance communication
and celebrate achievements. This page highlights the dedication, success, and spirit of our
students. We warmly invite parents to follow us: Thornden Sport Instagram.

2
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mailto:s.hall@thornden.hants.sch.uk
https://www.instagram.com/thornden_sport?igsh=MWl4ODh0cWkxbGVidQ%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
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Weather

The weather is getting colder but we still want to encourage students to go outside and get fresh air
and run around for their wellbeing. Students are only allowed inside the building if it is raining or if they
are visiting the canteen, the library or a club. Please can you ensure that students have an adequate
coat to enable this to happen? If there are any issues with affordability then please do get in touch.
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From West End to Broadway
An Evening of Musical Theatre
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HUB

FRIDAY 27 NOV

Thornden Hallis a high quality performing arts centre, located at the back of Thornden School

Serving both the school and the wider community hosting a variety of events including:
« Live theatre performances
« Concerts
« Cinema screenings
« Community and professional productions.
The venue is well-equipped and designed to support a wide range of artistic and cultural
activities

THORNDEN
HALL
ARTS CENTRE

More information can be found at www.thorndenhall.co.uk



General Contact

If you need to contact the school, please use either of the email addresses below.
In an emergency, please contact the school during office hours on 023 8026 9722.

info@thornden.hants.sch.uk/reception@thornden.hants.sch.uk

Please click on the image to access our Ofsted Report and Good School review.
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Highlights from our Ofsted report:

"Pupil's achievement is exceptional ...Lesson are purposeful and highly effective. Pupils
recognise the rapid progress they make. This motivates them to participate fully and benefit
from the expert teaching they receive."

"Pupils recognise that they know and remember more over time. This success breeds a culture
of excitement and pride around learning and achievement."

"Inclusion is at the heart of the school"
"Pupils describe the school as a friendly community and as a place where they belong"

"...itis now a place where individuals are nurtured, and ambition and kindness go hand in
hand”

/e LOQT

Less Screen. More Time.
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https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/23/136715

