
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Families, 
 
The best wishes to all of you at the end of a very busy half term. A big 
thank you to all of the Year 10 parents who made it to Year 10 
Parents Information Evening. Hopefully you found it useful.  
 
Year 11 have had their fieldwork trips to Mudeford in the last 

fortnight. They seemed to be very lucky with the weather, by and large, and came back with 
some compelling data to work with. This week we had the Year 9 Speaking Competition. It was 
wonderful to hear the range of speeches shared - students were really passionate about their 
choices and they employed a range of persuasive devices to argue their points to the year group 
and the judges. 
 
I hope that you have a lovely half term break. Just a reminder that we have INSET day on Monday 
2nd November so we will welcome all students back on Tuesday 3rd November.  
 
Can I also remind parents that you are unable to drive on to our school site for drop off or pick 
up unless you have a special pass? Now that the weather is getting a bit more variable, we have 
seen more people try to access the site and turn in the junction. This is unsafe for pedestrians 
and causes traffic issues for us and for students at Lakeside school. Thank you for your support 
with this. 
 
Caroline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23rd October 2026 

Welcome - Ms Lowing (Headteacher) 

Student Christmas Lunch 
Please make sure to book your child’s Christmas lunch via Arbor. There are two options, meat or 
vegetarian. 
 
If your child receives free school meals please email info@thornden.hants.sch.uk and state your 
child’s name, year and option. 
 
If your child has any dietary requirements, please email info@thornden.hants.sch.uk with your child’s 
name, year and requirement. 
 
Please see email sent on Monday 19th October for full details. 
 
Please complete the above by Friday 13th November. We are unable to take any bookings after 
this date. 

mailto:info@thornden.hants.sch.uk
mailto:info@thornden.hants.sch.uk


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please follow this link to our Extracurricular timetables. 
 
All timetables are now available. 
 
Just a reminder that you do not need to book onto any of our clubs, and they are all free to 
attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Event Date Information 
Paris Trip 23/10/2026-26/10/2026  
Year 11 Iceland Trip 23/10/2026-27/10/2026  
Half Term 26/10/2026-30/10/2026  
Inset Day 02/11/2026 Closed to all students 
Year 7 reports to parents 05/11/2026 Received via email 
Diwali event 10/11/2026  
Year 7 Parent and Carer Evening 11/11/2026 Online 
Year 10 RS GCSE Mosque Trip 12/11/2026  
Year 12 Certificate Evening 18/11/2026  
Year 10 Reports to Parents 20/11/2026 Received via email 

Inset Days 2026-2027 
02/11/2026 
15/01/2027 
29/06/2027 
09/07/2027 

Non-uniform days 2026-2027  
Friday 18th December 
Friday 12th February 
Thursday 25th March 
Friday 16th July 

Dates for you Diary 

Extracurricular Timetables and Updates 

https://www.thornden.hants.sch.uk/curriculum/extra-curricular


 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the past few weeks, we have enjoyed some amazing days out with our Year 11 Geography 
students. Part of their Geography GCSE examination is focused on the geographical enquiry 
process that incorporates field work. We undertook a physical and human geography field trip 
day. The physical element of the day asked the students to investigate the how groynes manage 
longshore drift at Mudeford spit. The students conducted surveying tasks such as measuring 
the beach width and angle to identify if the groynes are being effective. The human element of 
the day required to students to assess how important tourism is to the economy of Lyndhurst, 
where land use surveys and questionnaires were completed.  
 
The students were a joy to take out. Their approach to the work was exemplary, which puts 
them in good stead for their exams. They represented themselves and Thornden School in a way 
that made me beyond proud. We even had the weather on our side this year which was the 
cherry on the cake. We will now be using the data that they gathered to analyse their findings, 
reach conclusions and evaluate the overall process. Critical skills and memories that I hope 
they will take with them through Year 11 and beyond. Well done Year 11 geographers, you were 
brilliant. I hope you have a superb half term break and/or Icelandic adventures.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GCSE Geography Field Trip to Mudeford and 
Lyndhurst-Mr Shepherd (Head of Geography) 



 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Gale, Head of Music 
This half term has been busy in the Music Department as we prepare for another year of music 
making and concerts.  
 
We started this academic year by celebrating the class of 2026’s GCSE Music results. 78% of 
last year’s cohort achieved a grade 7 or higher for GCSE Music which is a fantastic achievement 
and well deserved as they worked very hard to achieve this. Our current Year 10 started their 
GCSE Music course with great enthusiasm this half term and I am looking forward to working 
with them over the next two years. We are delighted again with how many students opted to take 
GCSE Music in Year 10 this year as our numbers continue to sit well above the national average.  
 
All our extra-curricular groups and instrumental and vocal lessons are up and running. We 
currently have over 200 students receiving instrumental lessons from our visiting music 
teachers and 12 different music ensembles are rehearsing weekly. These groups will all be 
performing in our Christmas concert at the end of term. Please see the schedule below to see 
which days each group rehearses on. We are always happy to welcome new members to these 
groups and so please do get in touch if you would like your child to get involved. Thornden 
Singers and Show Singers are particularly keen to welcome more students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are also pleased to continue our Year 7 Instrumental Project which we are delivering in 
partnership with Hampshire Music Service. 12 students in Year 7 have taken up the opportunity 
to learn an instrument for the first time – 7 clarinet students and 5 brass students. They have 
been given an instrument to learn on for free and are receiving weekly tuition in a small group 
from a specialist teacher from Hampshire Music Service. We look forward to hearing them 
perform in the Rising Stars Concert later in the year.   
 
Music Tech Club is also running again this year on Tuesdays after school. We are currently 
offering a more advanced class for Year 9 and 10 students who have done the club before, but 

Department Spotlight 
 



we will be offering beginner classes for Year 9 students after Christmas. Year 8 students will be 
offered places in the summer term.  
 
Please do get in touch if you have any questions about music lessons or ensembles at 
m.gale@thornden.hants.sch.uk   
 
Please also make a note of our concert dates for the upcoming year. 
Tuesday 15th December 2026  Christmas Concert (All ensembles performing) 
Tuesday 23rd March 2027  Spring Concert (All ensembles performing) 
Tuesday 22nd June 2027  Rising Stars Concert (Yrs 7,8 & 9 solos/duets). 
 
All performances will start at 7.00 pm in Thornden Hall. Tickets for each concert will be 
available from Thornden Hall Box Office.   
 
I look forward to seeing you at one of our events soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Performing Arts Department is looking to borrow a number of items for our upcoming 
school production. All borrowed items will be returned in February once the production has 
finished. 
 
We are currently looking for: 

• A Santa sleigh 
• Suitcases in a 1930s/1940s style 
• A small armchair and footstool (they do not need to match) 
• Faux fur coats 

 
We are also looking for a large wardrobe. However, to adapt it for use on stage, we will need to 
remove the back panel, so unfortunately we cannot guarantee that it will be returned in its 
original condition. 
 
In addition, if you have any lengths of dried bamboo that you no longer need, we would be 
very grateful to receive them. 
 
If you are able to help with any of the above items, please contact the school. 
 

mailto:m.gale@thornden.hants.sch.uk


 
 
 
 
 
Click here for all the latest careers news, events and opportunities. 
 
NHS Speech and Language Therapy Careers afternoon - Wednesday 28th October - Age 13-
16 years  
For any students interested in a career in Speech and Language Therapy, Southampton General 
Hospital are offering a careers afternoon to enable students to learn more about a career in this 
field. Please see poster for details. 
 
Sparsholt College Open Training Football Session - Year 11 - Wednesday 28th October 09.00 
- 12.00pm - Year 11 
The event would include an academic presentation, discuss educational courses, followed by a 
training opportunity & small sided games. Coaches from both Chelsea football club and 
Sparsholt will be there on the day. This is a year 11 opportunity for players wishing to consider 
Sparsholt Sport & Football Academy as an option for September 2027. Please see poster for 
details.  
 
Barton Peveril College Applications - Year 11 
College applications are now open and close Friday 12th February. Applications can be made 
on this link Apply to Barton Peveril – Home 
 
Peter Symonds College Applications - Year 11 
College applications are now open and close on Monday 7 December 2026. Applications can be 
made on this link Apply 
 
Sparsholt College Applications and Open Event - Year 11 
Registrations are now open for Sparsholt College’s next open event on Saturday 7 November 
2026, 9.30am – 2pm (depending on tour times booked). To attend, students will need to 
register for the event and book tours of the subject areas that they wish to see as soon as 
possible by visiting Experience Sparsholt - Sparsholt College Hampshire. 
 
College applications are now open, and we recommend applying by Christmas. Applications 
can be made via this link How to Apply - Sparsholt College and University Centre Sparsholt 
 
SHCG Open Events - November 2026  
10th November CEMAST & CETC 
11th November Eastleigh College 
17th November Fareham College 
19th November Southampton College  
Please book using this link Events Archive - SHCG | South Hampshire College Group 
College applications are now open, and we recommend applying by Christmas. Applications 
can be made via this link Apply Now - SHCG | South Hampshire College Group 
 
SETA’s Workshop Taster Day - Year 10 & 11 
SETA's Workshop Taster Day will be taking place on Saturday 7 November 2026.  Arrival 
timeslots of 10am / 11am / 12pm & 1pm all bookable on our website. 
 

Careers – Miss Stickland (BTEC Enterprise and 
Careers Lead) & Miss Quinn (Careers Coordinator) 

https://sites.google.com/view/thorndenschoolcareers/career-events-opportunities
https://barton-peveril.ac.uk/join-us/apply-to-barton-peveril/
https://apply.psc.ac.uk/
https://sparsholt.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85aea29426f4026efd322565b&id=1fd8959797&e=96e1f69468
https://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/information/apply/
https://shcg.ac.uk/shcg-events/
https://shcg.ac.uk/apply-now/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.setatraining.co.uk%2fseta%2fevents-workshop-taster-day.html&c=E,1,xHaVWSm5iPRbZBx1HNyPqZalvm9CsW0xjaoxwOyNTOpv-ZcJw77FLOR-urHQ0lnUEFGC9xQ93bLwCj77OHNwA_L9fNJWlZCLQY7OvttgMyD3UGK3d0DpQxfIZck,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.setatraining.co.uk%2fseta%2fevents-workshop-taster-day.html&c=E,1,8HXq7dUHJaKQZ9XgJJ0ilA-kufFSsdNUMCihOj8aNRe8hqnetPhMKL-_DFRKrLdBdIuD9N0_k__pTQa7TTXawnqVgI8y9AKHlhiE26DuL4orL0hsk5UmVDtnc1jhiw,,&typo=1


BAE Systems virtual work experience 9th- 13th November - Age 14 - 18yrs 
BAE Systems are pleased to offer a Virtual Work Experience programme. The programme is 
suitable for students aged between 14 -18. It will be facilitated by BAE Systems, and delivered 
via our online learning platform. Please note that this programme is delivered on live sessions 
and attendance for the duration of the week is required. 
 
During this 5 day programme, students will complete an engineering project, developing 
knowledge and skills to design a solution to a project brief. It is an interactive programme, with 
opportunities to collaborate with peers and learn from employees at BAE Systems. 
 
Applications to close approximately 4 weeks before the programme begins. However, they may 
close earlier if high volumes of applications are received – we recommend applying as soon as 
possible to avoid missing out. Please use this link to apply Work Experience Job | Virtual | BAE 
Systems 
 
Applying to Medicine Conference on Saturday 14th November - All years  
Please see poster regarding an upcoming virtual conference for students interested in a career 
in medicine. You can register here: Applying to Medicine Conference Registration 
 
Marine Careers Evening, Lymington - 26th November - Year 9, 10, 11 
This is a chance to explore the diverse career opportunities in the marine industry.  
Scan QR to book. 
 
PETA Apprenticeship Open Evening - Thursday 18th March 2027 
Please use this link to register for a place. 
 
Richard Taunton Sixth Form College Open Evenings - 21st April 6:00-8:00pm 
Students and parents can book in advance via our website or this link: Richard Taunton Sixth 
Form College. It’s a great opportunity for students to take a look around the college, find out 
more about the courses we offer and to meet staff and students. 
 
College applications are now open. 
 
Steve Willis Training Centres Apprenticeships Open Days 2026/2027 -  
Please see link for full details Apprenticeship Open Days | Steve Willis Training 
 
SETA Engineering Vacancies - Year 11 
Please use link to view the weekly bulletin for Engineering Apprenticeship vacancies.  As always, 
all vacancies are advertised on SETA’s vacancy page on our website with links out to the 
appropriate websites for students to apply.  
 
Pop back regularly to SETA’s website to look for any new adverts, as well as the Government 
Apprenticeship Website. 
  
Futures For All - Virtual work experience opportunities - Age 14+ 
Futures For All offer a wide range on virtual work experience for students. This is not intended to 
be carried out instead of the official one week work experience that students take part in but to 
be done in addition if students wish. Please see the attached letter and link Futures For All 
 
 
 

https://jobsearch.baesystems.com/job/work-experience-v06480-11520?src=SNS-13781
https://jobsearch.baesystems.com/job/work-experience-v06480-11520?src=SNS-13781
https://dk549r04.eu1.hs-sales-engage.com/Ctc/W6+23284/dk549r04/Jll2-6qcW7Y8-PT6lZ3mwW7gRsNn6LjBX_W8gz38j7gXBsKW3QqZqk94yGb4W7HCfQN3Np1ddW7PQNWN6LxLMKW1dpGqr3Ggqh2W1WGLvF7Fx-XPW6Y_nyv3q6cmjMLNkkS2nHQsW36rgzq1G7Cn_W4cqwKr3n5mmxW2Wd96k8VPj0pW4XYDxC2sn6R8N6GjL4R3hr-FW8X4Qxt6rtlz5W2j_Xfw1MkZJJW94LdJL8Qjx7ZW4Y4kPs55TgbxW6wyshF2LwjvVW6RDd412dxmYyN6rnN5-CHY5WW3rgtZX3QZjYjW1l_85H3hs9CxW7BykVb8bgHSDW7vQPRp77HFXvW9m2X3W6JsCyMf3FrQCd04
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=tTXhJKhQSEaNDysBqvUtDj_sjJvq-EFPkVDwXwsdGHZUMVhENFdORU5JSjQzQ1BTRzBFTjMwVkdLNS4u&route=shorturl
https://www.richardtaunton.ac.uk/open-events/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/richard-taunton-sixth-form-college-89377341343?msockid=17d9f98dbb32668529e1ec69ba8967ff
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/richard-taunton-sixth-form-college-89377341343?msockid=17d9f98dbb32668529e1ec69ba8967ff
https://stevewillis.com/news/apprenticeships/join-our-apprenticeship-open-days/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.setatraining.co.uk%2fapprenticeships%2fcurrent_vacancies.html&c=E,1,WkX_wf5srPxPYgvKrVrfM2AmTKXXWNjFrUoKryajL8WGBCQ0opu_dPUGGWLnrQi4wZb6j6GMS2F3g1Dx2Ix7XSv5_q62YmebklzN6KZljHEEX-c,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.setatraining.co.uk%2fapprenticeships%2fcurrent_vacancies.html&c=E,1,cwIklEMS_8b8vrwiLX5_cOCnj695iDaR1gTe19f6g9oiXllXozMgplGoSxFMnDhenj3LeQjgDuk9eqBZZpB_Tp0eTdQmp-gtMEzfIH6u6G2sU-o58eW-oBotW_Jm&typo=1
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.futuresforall.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Fancy getting involved? Come along to the FOTS AGM on Monday 9 November 
It's been a busy start to the year for FOTS. This term we've agreed to fund eight bids from staff, 
including: 
 
          Picnic benches for the new SEND area 
    A sensory garden that students are planning and planting themselves 
           A new after-school bike-repair club 
           Planters and seating to brighten up the Wellbeing Den 
 
None of these would have happened through the school budget alone. 
 
FOTS is organised by just four trustees and a handful of other volunteers. None of it would 
happen without parents giving their time and their donations, and it's only by new people 
stepping in that we can keep saying yes to bids like these. 
 
As our children leave Thornden, we move on from FOTS too, so the team naturally changes from 
year to year. This year our Chair, Nic Lansdowne will be stepping down at the AGM after 12 years 
with FOTS. We'd like to say a huge thank you to her for everything she's done. Since others will 
move on as their children finish at the school, we'd really love to welcome some new faces. 
 
                     Could you lend a hand? 
There are lots of ways to help, depending on your time and what you enjoy. Clearly, we need to 
replace Nic, so we’re looking for a new Chair and other trustees, someone to help with 
communications and social media, people to keep our second-hand uniform service running, 
and anyone with project management or building experience who could help bring the Big Idea 
canopy to life. 
 
Come along to our AGM 
              Monday 9 November 
       7.30pm 
     Thornden Conference Room (behind Thornden Hall/dance studio) 
 
There's no obligation at all, so come along, meet the team and see what we're about. If you can't 
make it but would like to know more, drop us a line at fots@thornden.hants.sch.uk. 
 
Support FOTS with a small regular donation – sign up here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOTS 
 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/28128#!/DonationDetails


 
 
 
 
Sports Results 

Date Team Gender Sport  Opposition Fixture Type Result 
Player(s) of the 

match 

05/10/2026 U16 Male Football vs Wyvern National Cup Won 7-5   

06/10/2026 U16a Female Netball vs Priestlands Friendly Won  Molly-May & Mia 

06/10/2026 U16b Female Netball vs Priestlands Friendly Won 16-4 Chloe & Elouise 

06/10/2026 U12 Male Football vs Costello County Cup Won 5-1   

06/10/2026 U13 Male Football vs 
Springfield 

School County Cup Lost 5-2   

07/10/2026 U14 Male Rugby vs Perins Hampshire Cup Lost  Ethan S 

07/10/2026 U14a Female Netball vs Mountbatten League Won 22-9 Isla & Bethany 

07/10/2026 U16a Female Netball vs Mountbatten League  Lost 12-26 Mia L & Laycie 

07/10/2026 U13 Female Hockey vs Romsey Friendly Won Iz R 

12/10/2026 U13 Female Hockey vs Various Tournament 

1-0 loss to Farleigh, 1-
0 loss to Boundary 

Oak, 3-0 loss to Ryde, 
2-2 draw with Island 
Free School, 2-1 loss 
to Portsmouth High 

School   

14/10/2026 U13 Male Hockey vs Perins Training Game No scores   

14/10/2026 U16 Male Rugby vs Perins Hampshire Cup Lost Matty 

15/10/2026 U14b Female Netball vs Kings League Won 17-14 Genna & Danielle 

15/10/2026 U16b Female Netball vs Kings League Won 15-4 Ava S & Aksana 

15/10/2026 U14 Female Football vs Mountbatten League Won 2-1 Lily 

19/10/2026 U14a Female Netball vs Priestlands Friendly Won 28-13 Emily & Isla 

19/10/2026 U14b Female Netball vs Priestlands Friendly Won 23-9 Bella & Ella  

20/10/2026 U13 Male Football vs Swanmore League Won   

20/10/2026 U13 Male Rugby vs John Hanson Friendly Lost Alex P 
 
Achievement 
Cricket 
Well done to Oliver and Nathan, both in Year 8, who have both been selected for the U13’s 
Hampshire County Squad. A fantastic achievement, well done to both of you! 
 
We are always very keen to hear about success stories from our students outside of school, so 
please do get in touch if there is news we can share.  For any sporting successes, please email 
Miss Hall, Second in PE: s.hall@thornden.hants.sch.uk  
 
Social Media 
At Thornden we have an Instagram page, which serves as a platform to enhance communication 
and celebrate achievements. This page highlights the dedication, success, and spirit of our 
students. We warmly invite parents to follow us: Thornden Sport Instagram. 
 
 

Thornden Sport- Miss Hall (2nd in PE) 
 

mailto:s.hall@thornden.hants.sch.uk
https://www.instagram.com/thornden_sport?igsh=MWl4ODh0cWkxbGVidQ%3D%3D&utm_source=qr


 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Thornden Hall 



 
 
 
If you need to contact the school, please use either of the email addresses below.   
In an emergency, please contact the school during office hours on 023 8026 9722. 
 
info@thornden.hants.sch.uk/reception@thornden.hants.sch.uk  
 
Please click on the image to access our Ofsted Report and Good School review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Highlights from our Ofsted report: 
"Pupil's achievement is exceptional ...Lesson are purposeful and highly effective. Pupils 
recognise the rapid progress they make. This motivates them to participate fully and benefit 
from the expert teaching they receive." 
 
"Pupils recognise that they know and remember more over time. This success breeds a culture 
of excitement and pride around learning and achievement." 
 
"Inclusion is at the heart of the school" 
 
"Pupils describe the school as a friendly community and as a place where they belong" 
 
 "... it is now a place where individuals are nurtured, and ambition and kindness go hand in 
hand” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Contact 

mailto:info@thornden.hants.sch.uk/reception@thornden.hants.sch.uk
https://www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk/uk-schools/review/thornden-school/licence/BP4JIVV
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/23/136715


 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


