Thornden School

Newsletter

20t March 2026

Welcome - Ms Lowing (Headteacher)

Dear Families,
| hope that you have had a good fortnight.

A short update from me as | am currently on inspection. We are
gearing up for exams with Year 11 and have had lots of House events
for the rest of the school. Year 10 have been through their student

leader process and the new Student parliament have been trained
and are raring to go.

Thank you to everyone who attended our iftar meal - over 150 attended. Thank you, also, to

those of you who sent emails about smartphones and to those who are going to join ourin-
person listening exercise.

Have a lovely rest of March and | hope to see you soon.

Caroline




Dates for you Diary

Event Date Information

Spring Concert 24/03/2026 Book here

Spanish Exchange leave 25/03/2026 Year 10

Year 8 reports available 26/03/2026

Last Dance performance 26/03/2026 Book here

Non-uniform day 27/03/2026 Payable via Arbor for the year

Half Term 30/03/2026-10/04/2026

Teen Booster Catch up 13/04/2026

Year 8 Parent/Carer Evening 23/04/2026

Inset Days 2025-2026

30/06/2026

08/07/2026

Non-uniform days 2025-2026 iu

Friday 27th March /

Friday 17th July m{os :
—

Extracurricular Timetables and Updates

Please follow this link to our Extracurricular timetables.

After School (3:00pm - 4:00pm unless stated)

STEM Club-Year 7&8
8 Hands on practical challenges
Nr Buckley, Mrs Weeks and
Miss Greatorex
Chess Club-Years 7-11
Learn how to play and test your
E2 .
skills
Dr Duffy and Mr Yau
14.50-15.30 only
) Library Club-Year 7
ML) Fun activities on books and
themes
Mrs O'Doherty
i y.mars Dungeons & Dragons-All years
Tabletop wargaming and X
R2 . . Fantasy role playing game
miniature painting Mr Bridgeman
Mr Bridgeman
Year 9 Coding Club
cl Opportunity to work in a team
to make a computer game
Run by student leaders
Brickfilms Club (Lego Stop
motion)
Years 7-10
c3 Producing, creating and editing
stop motion films with Lego.
Miss Jeffries
Senior Dance Company (Fusion Pulse - Thornden School's Boys'
Dance) Dance Company
Years 9-11 All years
Dance Develop your more advanced Pulse is a 'brotherhood’ who
Studio dance and performance skills create exciting and very physical
This rehearsal slot is normally 4- choreography together
Spm. Mr Burnham
Mr Burnham



https://www.thornden.hants.sch.uk/curriculum/extra-curricular
https://www.thorndenhall.co.uk/whats-on/thornden-spring-concert
https://www.thorndenhall.co.uk/whats-on/last-dance-26

Artist of the week

This week's Artist of the Week is Eman W, Year 8, for her excellent mixed
media collage of a Jammy Dodger biscuit. She has used a variety of
materials to create different textures to good effect. Super work Eman!

This week's Artist of the Week is Olivia |, Year 8, for her excellent
clay gargoyle. Her piece has well modelled features and lots of

imaginative details such as a pierced nose, fangs and stitches. Well
done Olivia!

Bike Locks-Mr Balmond (Assistant Headteacher)

If your child cycles to school or has left a bike lock in the bike sheds, please ensure that this is
removed before the end of this term (by the end of Friday 27th March). Over Easter all remaining
bike locks will be removed with bolt cutters in order to remove historic unused bike locks. If you
leave your lock attached over Easter it will be removed in the same way as we will have no way
to differentiate between old unused locks and in use locks.




House News- Miss Potter (Teacher in English)

We have had a very busy half term completing a wide range of activities and racking up the
house points before our half-term break for Easter. We’ve done everything from Mario Kart to
science fayre’s and even some Easter baking!

However, one of the most anticipated announcements has been the winners of the shield and
motto competitions. We want to say a massive thank you to everyone who submitted entries, it
took a long time for us to decide, but the winners were announced this week, and the winning
designs are here for you all to view.
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We have also shared the house point totals so far this year. Currently in the lead is Poseidon,
closely followed by Ares! Make sure you continue taking part in events as all participation leads
to points!




National Careers Week-Miss Stickland (BTEC
Enterprise and Careers Lead)

National Careers Week (2nd - 6" March 2026)

This year, Thornden went big with National Careers Week!
We had an assembly every day to ensure all students had at
least one careers event throughout the week.

(Unfortunately, the company coming in to talk to Year 10 on
Thursday cancelled the day before, but we are in the
process of rearranging it)

e Year 7 - Hampshire and IOW Constabulary

e Year 8 —Kier and the construction Industry
e Year 9 -Kingfisher (owner of B&Q etc)
e Year 11 -National Rail and engineering
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Throughout the rest of the week individual curriculum areas planned their own talks for some of
their groups. Thank you so much to all the parents that volunteered, there was a real buzz
chatting about who had been in, what the students had learnt and what roles are available in all
these industries. Apologies if you offered to come in and we didn’t use you but please rest
assured we will keep your details and contact you again in the future if we are able to.

There are too many to mention but here is a sample of some of the talks that occurred:

We had students in Music finding out about the
music production industry and creating their own
drumbeats.

Design Technology saw students finding out
about civil and aeronautial engineering, as well as
graphics and design in the film & TV industry.




'V N 4 Actress, writer and comedian (and

—— former Thornden student) Anna Morris
spoke to the Year 8 Drama students
about her varied career in performing
arts.

Science had a whole array of talks,
including: A veterinary nurse, civil
engineer, anaesthetist, clinical
researcher, biomedical scientist,
consulting engineer, chemical engineer,
infectious diseases doctor.

Art students talked all
things Landscape
Architecture, whilst the
ICT students learned
about the Games
Industry.

MFL created some fantastic
resources for students to learn
about careers and their language
at the same time.

Maths had a vet and a talk about
STEM and mechanical
engineering.
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How can you help your student with their career journey?

= Talk about careers regularly at home - the different jobs you may have had, how you
decided on your current career path and what you have learned from all of your combined
experiences.

= Share your CV and help them in producing their own. Going through the motions of
detailing their skills, experiences and qualifications on paper can really help students to see
their current development clearly.

= Run through typical interview questions and talk about your own encounters — both good
and bad! Learning how to present themselves professionally and keeping a cool head in an
interview situation is a valuable skill which will benefit them for the rest of their lives.



= Attend college/apprenticeship/university open days to explore what different
establishments have to offer. Prospectuses are always available but there’s nothing quite
like walking around a campus to really get the feel of a place.

= Getdirectly involved yourself! If you are, or work for, an employer who would be willing to
support our careers education, please get in touch. You might consider offering a student a
work experience placement, mentoring a student or presenting an assembly about your
chosen field of expertise. If you feel you can contribute to future careers events, please
contact Miss Quinn on k.quinn@thornden.hants.sch.uk

Explore Careers in Science and Engineering — Mrs

Drabble (Head of Science)

Year 9 students recently took part in a series of STEM careers talks delivered by visiting
professionals from a range of scientific and engineering fields.

Students heard from parents working in careers including veterinary nursing, chemical
engineering, civil engineering, clinical research, consulting engineering, anaesthetics,
biomedical science and infectious diseases. Each visitor spoke about their career journey, what
their job involves day to day, and how the subject’s students study at school can lead to a wide
variety of STEM careers.

The sessions gave students the opportunity to ask questions, learn about different scientific
fields, and gain an insight into real world applications of science.

We are very grateful to the parents who generously gave their time to speak with our students
and share their experiences.

One student said, “l think that the careers talks were very inspiring and it was nice to see the
people talking passionately about their jobs”.

A Civil Engineer Overseas

Sobert D'Cuz BSciHons), CEng, MIGE




Science Week- Mrs Drabble (Head of Science)

We have had a busy week with the ducklings and various Science events!
Here is a quick round up of the events so far!

Ducklings

We had the live link with students, staff and parents enjoying
see the ducklings hatch last week. The students have
enjoyed having them in lessons and seeing them again at
lunchtimes. It is amazing how quickly the ducklings grow and
lovely that the students have been able to be part of that. |
am always amazed by the variety of students and staff who
really want to hold the ducklings and sit with them - they are
always sad to see them go!

Thank you to FOTS for funding the duckling kit and allowing
us all to experience the ducklings.

Science Fair

| was really impressed with those who have
entered again this year and how they have
grown in confidence over the year and were
able to more confidently talk about their
research. The time and effort lots of them
had put into doing their research and
making their displays was obvious - we even
had a volcano being built over the last week
in the prep room! Winners will be
announced in the upcoming celebration
assemblies.

Thank you to all the staff and parents who came to visit our Science fair as well as Mrs Weeks in
the Science Department for organising this event and my fab Science technicians who gave lots
of support in preparation for the event as well as on the day.

House Event

We also had fun with the Spaghetti/marshmallow tower house
competition run over a number of breaks. The tallest tower was in
Year 9 with a whopping 81cm. It was great the see the teamwork
within the tutor groups and the thinking behind good shapes and
sizes to build the towers with. The key was knowing when to stop
building!

Artemis had the most points from all the tutor groups who took part -
well done Artemis house.




Celebrating Student Achievements

Creative Crafts Show

We are excited to announce that Amelia-Rose in Year 10 has won the Creative Crafts Show -
Black and White Fashion Icon Competition 2026 at the NEC in Birmingham. This is a prestigious
Schools Fashion Design Competition. Part of the prize was a new sewing machine for the
school, we want to thank Amelia-Rose as this will be a great addition to the department.
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Artistic gymnastic

Bella does artistic gymnastics and was moved up from a regional pathway to a national pathway
by her gym club (Treasure) in September. She took part in an IGA floor and vault competition this
weekend and she came first in both for her age and level and so came first overall. She will have
the national finalin April but is currently first in the country for that particular group.
Congratulations to Bella for such a huge achievement!




Duolingo

Islain Year 9 has completed a 1,000-day streak in Duolingo! In addition to preparing for GCSEs
in French, Spanish and German, she has used Duolingo to learn the basics in both Japanese
and Korean. Isla has persevered to 1,000 consecutive days entirely of her own accord.

'mona

1000

day learning
streak!

duolingo

House Assemblies and Competition

This week assemblies were House assemblies. Each tutor went to their own House assembly
for an update on competitions and events that have been held.

At the end we held a giant bouncy ball competition. The students had to get the ball from the
bottom to the top of each row. The quickest house time won House points.

The winning team will be announced on Instagram!




Careers - Miss Stickland (BTEC Enterprise and

Careers Lead) & Miss Quinn (Careers Coordinator)

Click here for all the latest careers news, events and opportunities.

Youth Impact Foundation Programme - Easter Holiday for Years 7-9

Please see the attached poster and letter for information about Youth Impact Foundation
Programme. The programme is over four days and includes teamwork, challenges and learning
new skills. There will be teambuilding activities, inflatables, lifesaving skills in a first aid
workshop, how to manage money, social project, cooking session and a build confidence in
debating workshop. There is a charge of £99 for all four days or £50 for any two days, however
the course is free for students who receive free school meals.

SETA Apprenticeship Vacancies
Please see the link for the latest apprenticeship vacancies with SETA - SETA - Apprenticeship
Vacancies

Futures for all - Work experience - age 14-16

Futures for all offer in-person and remote placements, alongside shorter introductory Insight
Days, with hundreds of leading UK employers Future Finder - Futures For All (this would be in
addition to the official work experience for year 10)

Springpod Virtual Work Experience

Springpod offer a wide range of virtual work experience. Click on the link to see their
opportunities (this would be in addition to the official year 10 work experience) What is Virtual
Work Experience with Springpod? | Springpod

Amazing Apprenticeships

Amazing Apprenticeships is a leading organisation in the education sector, working with
schools, colleges and employers, tackling misconceptions and promoting the benefits of
apprenticeships and technical education Parent - Amazing Apprenticeships

T,

Foundation Programme Easter
* Year 7-9 Students (11-14 year olds)
+ 10am-4pm every day
= 30th March- 2™ April programmes running in
Andover, Basingstoke, Farnborough & New
Forest.
« 7" -10" April programmes running in
Eastleigh, Fareham, Havant and Winchester.
« Join for 2 or 4 days.
Programme Highlights
* Sports, games, team challenges & inflatables
» Football, basketball and outdoor activities
« Plenty of free time to relax and socialise
« Short, hands-on sessions including first aid,
cooking and life skills
= A fun, supportive space to build confidence
and friendships
FREE FOR STUDENTS THAT RECEIVE FREE
SCHOOL MEALS AND ARE HAF ELIGIBLE
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Our Easter Programme i a fun, active four-day
experience where young people can relax, get moving,

P ——r——tre s am——ey \\VHY TAKE PART?

environment.

Throughout the week, participants will take part in
sports, games, team challenges, and inflatables,
alongside plenty of free time to socialise and unwind.
Activities such as football, dodgeball, and outdoor
games are balanced with choice and flexibility, allowing
young people to take part at their own pace.There will
also be short, hands-on sessions including first aid,
cooking, and practical life skills, delivered in a relaxed
and engaging way. The programme focuses on building
confidence, teamwork, and friendships — all while
having fun.

01794 755351

Learn life skills

Meet new friends

Gain confidence

Have fun!!!

co.
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https://sites.google.com/view/thorndenschoolcareers/career-events-opportunities
https://www.setatraining.co.uk/apprenticeships/current_vacancies.html
https://www.setatraining.co.uk/apprenticeships/current_vacancies.html
https://finder.futuresforall.org/opportunity-search
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/zones/parent/

Department Spotlight- Each newsletter we will shine a

spotlight on the work of one of our fantastic departments.

Miss Piddington Head of English
At Thornden, we read

We are always keen to find ways to promote reading for pleasure and we often get asked for
recommendations of texts from both students and parents. An excellent resource is the
website ‘School Reading List’, which curates children’s and YA book lists. All studentsin Year 7-
9 have recently been given printed copies of the recommended reading lists suitable for their
age-group. It would be fantastic if you could have a look at the recommendations together and
we always love to hear feedback from the students on the books they are
choosing to read at home. Recommended books for secondary school students
aged 11-16

In Year 8 we are currently reading the novel ‘Wolf Hollow’ by Lauren Wolk. Itis a
gripping story about a young girl living in Philadelphia during WW2 who has to
navigate the challenges of bullying, friendship and moral courage. This text has
been on our curriculum for a number of years now and the students always
respond with such insight and enthusiasm. In lessons, students have been
focussing particularly on the way the writer chooses to characterise and create
character arcs for the protagonists. If your son/daughter enjoyed ‘Wolf Hollow’,
then the English Department highly recommend the sequel ‘My Own Lightning’,
which continues to follow the protagonist Annabelle a couple of years after the
events of the first book.
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Mrs Oliver and Mrs Russell are leading this year’s cohort taking
partin the Hampshire Book Awards. Sixteen Year 8 students
have begun an exciting journey as part of this annual
competition, a programme designed to support the KS3
curriculum while placing oracy at the heart of learning. Over the
next three months, students will read four carefully selected
books and take part in regular discussions to share their thoughts
and ideas. Through this experience, they will build confidence in
articulating their opinions, develop a deeper understanding of
texts, and engage in thoughtful, respectful communication with their peers. The programme
also provides a valuable opportunity for students to strengthen their
speaking and listening skills, fostering a love of reading alongside
essential communication abilities.

The team have already begun reading their four books: The Vulpine by
Polly Crosby, Westfallen by Ann Brashares and Ben Brashares, My Name
is Samim by Fidan Meikle and Watch Your Back by Sue Wallman.

The English Department also enjoyed getting into character for World
Book Day a couple of weeks ago! We had Violet Beauregarde, Poisedon,
Apollo, Artemis and even Little Red Riding Hood and the wolf made an
appearance!



https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/

nglish Literature Paper 2: How to respond to unseen poems

Key Focus this term: rehearsing the process

A key strategy that we have been focussing on in our lessons this term has been the concept of
‘rehearsing the process’. In English, there are a number of different processes that students
need to follow in order to make progress. For example, the process of reading and
understanding an unseen text or the process of planning and writing an analytical response.

Research tells us that if we can break down this process for students and rehearse it, they will
eventually embed the process as part of their thinking and writing practice. This is a strategy
that we have been using a lot with our Year 11 cohort who are now busily preparing for their final
GCSEs. For example, in lessons recently we have been rehearsing the process of responding to
an unseen poem, which is one of the skills required in their English Literature GCSE.

Here is an example of the process we ask students to follow and a student putting this into
practice.

A 4o the

Soctlon B: Unseen postry

Follow these steps every time you new and L Ansiwer both qusstions in this soction,
poems. -
This process is crucial thinking time and will help you to

understand the ideas in an unfamiliar poem: it should take you
around 10 minutes to read and consider both poems.
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1.

2.
3.

. Annotate at least three methods you can identify: remember a method is any

. Note down two or three ideas/concepts that answer the question.

Carefully read the question and highlight the focus of the question/key theme
oridea.

Read the poem once.
Read the poem a second time: highlight or underline parts of the poem where
you can see the key theme/idea explored.

deliberate choice a writer makes, so the way the poem begins is a method in the
same way as a metaphor, for example.

MFL - Onatti Plays — Mr Tully (2" in MFL)

Thanks to the ongoing generosity of FOTS and their supporters, we have been able to invite
Onatti Productions back to Thornden Hall this academic year to perform plays in French,
Spanish and German. All students studying a language in Year 8 or Year 9 have had the
opportunity to watch a short performance, allowing them to test and improve their language
skills and engage with professional live theatre at the same time. We sincerely look forward to
inviting Onatti back to Thornden next year.




Sports Results

Thornden Sport- Miss Hall (2" in PE)

Player(s) of
Date Team Gender Sport Opposition Fixture Type Result the match
04/03/2026 Ui12b Girls Netball VS Perins 1 Tournament Won 4-0
04/03/2026 Ui12b Girls Netball VS Perins 2 Tournament Lost 1-2
04/03/2026 U12b Girls Netball Vs Henry Beaufort Tournament Won 3-0
04/03/2026 U12b Girls Netball Vs Mountbatten Tournament Won 4-2
04/03/2026 U12b Girls Netball Vs Swanmore Tournament Won 9-1
Won 4-1 (1st
04/03/2026 U12b Girls Netball Vs Romsey Tournament overall)
District Cup Semi
04/03/2026 u15 Boys Football Vs Westgate Final Won 3-1
04/03/2026 u12 Boys Rugby Vs Romsey Friendly Won George
05/03/2026 ui1s Girls Cricket VS St Swithuns B League Won
County Trophy Won 1, Drew 2, Lost
05/03/2026 u1e Boys Hockey VS Various Tournament 2
05/03/2026 u13 Girls Football Vs
09/03/2026 u12 Girls Netball Vs Perins Friendly Lost 1-6 Charlie
Amelia &
09/03/2026 u13 Girls Netball VS Perins Friendly Drew 4-4 Genna
County Trophy Won 1, Drew 2, lost
09/03/2026 u13 Boys Hockey Vs Various Tournament 3
10/03/2026 u15 Boys Football Vs Perins League Lost 4-6
10/03/2026 U13b Girls Netball VS Perins 1 Tournament Won 6-3 EllaC
10/03/2026 U13b Girls Netball VS Perins 2 Tournament Won 3-0 EllaC
10/03/2026 U13b Girls Netball Vs Henry Beaufort Tournament Won 3-0 EllaC
10/03/2026 U13b Girls Netball VS Swanmore Tournament Won 4-1 EllaC
10/03/2026 U13b Girls Netball VS Romsey Tournament Won 4-2 EllaC
Won 2-1 (1st
10/03/2026 U13b Girls Netball VS Toynbee Tournament overall) EllaC
11/03/2026 U14b Girls Netball Vs Mountbatten League Won Mia & Tamsin
Amelie &
11/03/2026 u15 Girls Rugby VS Bohunt Friendly Won Frankie
County Trophy Won 1, Drew 1, Lost
12/03/2026 u14 Boys Hockey Vs Various Tournament 6 (Finished 8th)
12/03/2026 ui1s Girls Cricket VS Kings Lost
13/03/2026 u12 Girls Football Vs Mountbatten League Lost 0-5 Georgie
District Cup Semi
13/03/2026 ui14 Girls Football VS Wyvern Final Lost 0-2
16/03/2026 u15 Boys Football Vs Mountbatten League Won 3-2
Charlie &
16/03/2026 U12b Girls Netball Vs Toynbee League Won Emily B
16/03/2026 U13b Girls Netball VS Toynbee League Won Bella & Ella C

SAVE THE DATE - Sports Awards Evening

Wednesday 29" April 2026

Parents and students from current Years 9, 10 and 11 who have represented Thornden Sport are
invited to our Annual Sports Awards Evening. Please save the date for now, with full details to
follow in the next few weeks. The evening will include BBQ style food, followed by the awards
presentation.




Achievements

Netball

Well done to the following Year 7 students; Petra, Jess, Lara and
Emily who travelled to Surrey at the start of March to competein a
netball tournament along with their Ravens teammates.

They played brilliantly, winning the first three matches convincingly.
They only lost one game to the eventual winners so ended up coming
second overall.

Special well done to Petra who was voted Player of the Tournament
by the coaches and umpires of the other teams!

Another netball achievement goes to Year 8 student, Kitty.
Kitty and her Poole netball team were recently crowned
e el GG 1ol bl Winners of the Under 13’s and Runners up of the Under
AN B B A 14’s Junior League! They were third place at the start of the
S AR NI/ day and out of medal contention but fought hard and
f eventually won 2nd place with a goal difference of 10!
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Well done to all students mentioned, who work extremely hard on and off the court for both the
school netball teams and their teams outside of school!

Sporting Success
We are always keen to hear about success stories from our students outside of school, so

please do get in touch if there is news we can share.

For any sporting successes, please email Mr Hall, Head of PE: b.hall@thornden.hants.sch.uk

Social Media

We are now up and running with our Instagram page, which serves as a platform to enhance
communication and celebrate achievements. This page highlights the dedication, success, and
spirit of our students. We warmly invite parents to follow us: Thornden Sport Instagram.
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mailto:b.hall@thornden.hants.sch.uk
https://www.instagram.com/thornden_sport?igsh=MWl4ODh0cWkxbGVidQ%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
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Thornden School Music Department instrumental Showcasing a diverse selection of compositions by
and vocal ensembles perform a variety of music Yr11 Students. Performers from Yr7 to Yr11
for a spring evening. come together to dance in these excellent exam pieces.

Huey Morgan - The Fun Lovin' Criminal
An Evening of Music and Conversation
You may have encountered the dynamic personality of Huey Morgan in many ways.
Frontman, radio and television broadcaster, author and DJ, Huey is many things at once.
A charismatic, authentic, passionate, and popular renegade himself, Huey's groove is
infectious. And now he’s heading out on a solo tour - mixing music and chat - so fans can

get up close and personal with Huey Morgan - The Fun Lovin' Criminal.

Thornden Hall is a high quality performing arts centre, located at the back of Thornden Hall
Serving both the school and the wider community hosting a variety of events including:

Live theatre performances

Concerts

Cinema screenings

Community and professional productions
ORNDEN The venue is well-equipped and designed to support a wide range of artistic and cultural activities.

TH
Eé\Tlé LC ENTRE More information can be found at www.thorndenhall.co.uk




Vacancies

Job Vacancies - Thornden School
Here are the latest job vacancies. Please click on the links for further details.

Teacher of MFL - closing date Thursday 26/03/2026, deadline midday.
HISP Multi Academy Trust - Vacancies

IT Technician - closing date Monday 06/04/2026.
HISP Multi Academy Trust - Vacancies

For all HISP Trust wide vacancies, please click on HISP Multi Academy Trust - Vacancies

General Contact

If you need to contact the school, please use either of the email addresses below.
In an emergency, please contact the school during office hours on 023 8026 9722.

info@thornden.hants.sch.uk/reception@thornden.hants.sch.uk

THE

GOOD

SCHOOLS
GUIDE
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THORNDEN.SCHOOL

"A big school with a big heart, exceptional leadership and a culture where it’s cool
to want to do well. Delivers academic excellence without compromising on
wellbeing or personal development. Families feel very lucky to have this school on
their doorstep." Good Schools Guide 2025



https://www.hispmat.org/vacancies?vacid=635
https://www.hispmat.org/vacancies?vacid=636
https://www.hispmat.org/workwithus
mailto:info@thornden.hants.sch.uk/reception@thornden.hants.sch.uk
https://www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk/uk-schools/review/thornden-school/licence/BP4JIVV
https://www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk/uk-schools/review/thornden-school/licence/BP4JIVV

