Thornden School Newsletter
5% July 2024

Head of School Welcome

Hello all,
Only a few weeks left of the term but we are not slowing down!

Last week culminated in the event of the year — the Prom for the Class of
2024. It was a beautiful event Everyone looked gorgeous in all of their
finery and the cars and other transportation were next level. We drew a

: crowd of hundreds outside the Winchester Guildhall. There is a full story
in the newsletter and some wonderful photos on the Hampshire Chronicle website.

We had a visit from our school improvement partners within HISP Trust last week. They spoke to students,

visited lessons and spoke to teachers and leaders about the areas in which we have been improving. Initial
feedback has been really positive so we move into the next academic year with a spring in our step and a

new development plan to take Thornden from strength to strength.

Last Tuesday the Music department held their Rising Stars concert. Over 50 students from Years 7,8 and 9
performed to the audience. It was an uplifting event with a huge range of talent on show. Thank you to all
of the students that performed and those who came along to support.

During the day Year 10 spent the day at Peter Symonds College in Winchester as they start to think about
their next steps after Thornden. They behaved impeccably and engaged with the various sessions and
activities that were put on for them. Young people in this area of the world are really spoilt for choice
when it comes to colleges and we aim to foster a positive relationship with all providers.

This week has been just as packed. We had our first Parent Forum where we discussed reporting on
Tuesday evening. One thing that came up is that parents were not clear that ‘Expected Progress’ on a
students’ report is relevant to their prior attainment (in Year 6). This graphic below shows how teachers
will look at their average points score that students achieved and use this to decide if students are
working to the best of their abilities. Expected progress is to be celebrated! This is where we would
expect students to be and it means that they are working well. There will be more changes as a result of
the Forum and we will be in touch about future meetings.



https://www.hampshirechronicle.co.uk/news/24420594.thornden-school-prom-2024-61-best-photos-taken/
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How to interpret KS3 reports from Sept 2024

Interpreting the progress statements alongside

Progress statement What this means
If the student continues to make better than
KS2 APS range K54 Expected expected progress, then they are giving
gl’adﬂ rﬂngﬂ- Batter than axpected prograss themselves the foundational knowledge and

based on K52 attainment, skills which will give them the potential 1o

achiave GCSE gra:les above their axpacted Q’EUE-
range.
K52 APS 2110 6-9 If the student continues to make axpected
Expected progress based on prograss, they ane giving themselwes the
K52 attainment. foundational knowledge and skills (o achieve a
grade within their expectad ranga.

100s K52 AP5= 110 4.7 It the student continues to make some progress,

Some progress based on K52 thay may not achieve a grade within their

attainment. expactad ranga.
K52 APS = 100 2-5
. If the student continues (o make limited progress,
K
Limited progross based on KS2 they are unlikely 1o achieve a grade within thedr
attammaeant.
expacted ranga.

Wednesday was Mock election day. After getting all students through
the polling station we are pleased to announce the overall results;
The Liberal Democrats won with Labour coming second and the
Reform Party in third. At the time of writing we do not know what
the results of the General Election are so it will remain to be seen if
our students’ views reflect that of the electorate but the whole
process has been very exciting and stimulated a lot of discussion and
debate.

On Thursday we said hello to our new intake on Welcome to Thornden day. The day was full of ‘getting to
know you’ activities, cooking and some Science as well. We hope that they had a brilliant day — we
certainly did!

We were so sad that we had to cancel Sports Day today but the weather left us with no choice. We will be
in touch soon with details on any rearrangements and thank you for your understanding

I will write to you before the end of term with some key bits of information but enjoy the sunshine and
thank you again for your support,

Caroline

Calendar 2024-2025

A copy of the calendar can be found on the website via this [ink. The live calendar page will be
updated in due course. If you have any questions, please send an email to
info@thornden.hants.sch.uk.

You can also find key dates on this link. This page will be updated as and when dates are published.

Part of the HISP Multi
Academy Trust


https://www.thornden.hants.sch.uk/parents/calendar-pdf-view
mailto:info@thornden.hants.sch.uk
https://www.thornden.hants.sch.uk/parents/key-dates-2023-24
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Dates for your diary

Event Date Information

Summer production/musical Monday 8™ -19" July

Year 7 Fantango Tuesday 9" July Period 7 till 4pm

Activities day/Enterprise Day Monday 22" July

Last day of term Tuesday 23 July Year 7, 8, 9 finish | |.50am, Year

[0 finish | |.55am.

2024-2025 Dates for your Diary

Event

Date

Information

Inset Day

Monday 2™ September

School Closed

Year 7's only

Tuesday 3" September

New Year 7's only

Year 8-11 return to school

Wednesday 4™ September

All students to return to school

Inset Days 2024-2025

Last day of term arrangements

Monday 2" September

8.35 a.m. Registration

Friday | I™" October

8.50 a.m. Period |

Wednesday 5™ January

9.15 a.m. Period 2

Monday 10™ February

9.40 a.m. Period 3

Monday 23" June

[0.05 a.m. Period 4

Meet the team behind the scenes!

10.30-11.00 a.m. BREAK

[ 1.00 a.m. Period 5

[1.30 a.m. Period 6

[ 1.50 a.m. Dismiss Years 7,8 and 9

[ 1.55 a.m. Dismiss Years [Oand ||

Alex is one of our Site Team who make sure the school is looked after. This includes a
variety of planned and reactive work and maintenance. Alex is always happy to help,
with a smile on his face. He has recently completed IOSH training and is currently

working on his DI training, to be able to drive a minibus.

Alex used to attend Thornden as a student. In his spare time Alex enjoys Airsoft, sailing,

motorbiking and scuba diving.

HEP

Part of the HISP Multi
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24/06/2024

This week's Artist of the Week is Dougie F from Year 8,
for his lovely collage home learning. We love the way
Dougie has selected various coloured papers to create
the tones and shadows of his pie. Well done Dougie!

01/07/2024

Our Artist of the Week this week is Isobel J for her
excellent Home Learning. Isobel has used collage to
create this melon picture and we especially loved
the detail of the seeds! Well done Isobell

Extra-Curricular Clubs

Please follow this link for the current timetables for extra-curricular clubs.
We will be showcasing each of our clubs in the newsletter.
Book Club-written by Isabelle H Year 7

Mrs. Oliver runs book club every Tuesday in the library. Isabelle H from Year 7 said:

What | enjoy most about book club is that you can laugh with your friends while reading. At book
club, you get introduced to new books that you might not have chosen to read at home. We read at
the same time, so we are at the same point in the book as other people, so you don't get any spoilers.
It is just a really happy and calm environment to be around when reading.

Part of the HISP Multi
Academy Trust


https://www.thornden.hants.sch.uk/curriculum/extra-curricular
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St Catherines Hill Trip-Mr Shepherd (Head of Geography)

The Geography department have recently enjoyed a successful round of Year
7 Geographical Enquiry field trips to St Catherine’s Hill.

The objective of the trip was for the students to assess the impact of the M3
Motorway cutting through Twyford down on this local Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty and the western tip of the South Downs National Park.

Each class spent two hours collecting data aimed at
assessing the motorway’s impact on this landscape.
Pedestrian counts, Environmental Impact Assessment
Bipolar surveys were conducted, and field sketches
were completed. The students were taught about the
environmental and historical significance of St
Catherine’s Hill, as well as the purpose and benefits of
the M3 cutting through Twyford Down.

The students engaged incredibly positively on these field trips, demonstrating the skills required
to successfully complete a Geography enquiry. The data the students collected will now need to
be presented in graphs back in the classroom. The students will be tasked with analysing their
graphs. This analysis will enable the students to reach their own conclusions as to the severity of
the impact that the motorway has had on the landscape, but not before evaluating how
confident they are in the data collection methods.

This trip is teaching critical data collection skills,
graphical analysis, decision making and evaluative skills
which is a cornerstone of Geographical thinking. The
students represented themselves and Thornden School
wonderfully on the trip. It was a lovely half a day out,
and one that we hope will form positive and lasting
memories for each of our students.

A
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Year 10 Enterprise Day-22" July

On Monday 22nd July Year |10 students will take part in Thornden’s annual Enterprise Day.
Enterprise Day is a day full of entrepreneurial activities where students will work together in
teams to complete a variety of challenges. Students will be put into a team with other members
of their tutor group. Teams will be given a base for the day, the objective for each team is to
make as much profit as they can. There will be prizes for the winners and a special assembly on
Tuesday 23rd to announce the results.

The reason for an Enterprise Day is to give students a chance to demonstrate skills needed for
future employment. Students can demonstrate leadership, teamwork, attention to detail, time
management and can show they can communicate effectively with their peers. It also allows
students to take risks and be resourceful. All of which are skills needed for post |6 options and
beyond.

Year 9 Belong Event-Ms Georgiou (Head of Year 9)

The Year 9 Belong event was a huge success. We were blessed with glorious
weather (maybe a few degrees too hot). The students were impeccably
behaved and really made us all so proud. We had music, ice cream, games and
picnics. It was such a lovely afternoon. We also have a huge stash of food to
take to Eastleigh Food bank, thank you to all those who donated.

Part of the HISP Multi
Academy Trust
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Maths Challenge Results-Mrs Davis (Teacher of Maths)

follow-on round.

Before half term, we had 102 students taking part in the Junior Maths Challenge
from years 7 & 8 with over 80% of students earning themselves either a Bronze,
Silver or Gold award — A wonderful percentage!

We had 30 GOLD awards which totals almost 30% of all participants, with the joint
top performances from Isabella, Alzbeta and Clara in Year 8 and Martin in Year 7
who came Best in Year for their respective year groups.

A total of 20 students achieved high enough to qualify for the Junior Kangaroo

In addition to all of this we also had a further 24 SILVER and 31 BRONZE awards — Well done everyonel!

Please see below for a full list of the results.
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Thomas B’s Silver Medal and Prize for his outstanding
result in the Hamilton Olympiad.
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Year 8 Gurdwara Trip-Mr Bridgeman (Teacher of RS)

In our varied and vibrant society Religious Studies has never been a more
important subject, and students in Year 8 recently visited the Sri Singh Sabha
Gurdwara in Slough, as part of their exploration of the Sikh faith. Whilst there
they had the opportunity to hear from the Sikh community about their faith,
' explore the gurdwara's features and facilities, and, if they wished, pay their
respects to the Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh holy scripture and eternal guru.

The highlights included eating with the community in the langar, where all are welcome for a
free meal, and turban tying for which Oliver E was quick to volunteer!

T

A
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Safequarding- Mr Thomas (Assistant Headteacher)

Another great opportunity to attend a parent workshop run by Hampshire Child
and Adolescent Mental Health Service.

MHST South-East is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Understanding and Supporting your Child with Low Mood Parent/Carer
Workshop

Time: Aug |3, 2024 05:30 PM London

Join Zoom Meeting

Meeting ID: 987 561 | 8458

Passcode: 858627

What's going on in your area...

ARE YOU STARTING YEAR 8
OR 9 IN SEPTEMBER 2024?

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
TRYING A NEW TEAM
SPORT?

Trojans
Hockey Club

IF

are now recruiting for

INTERESTED, the upcoming 24/25 U14

contact Aggie

boys squad.

via khe We are a leading hockey club,

ul4boys@trojanshockey.co.uk

and whilst no previous

experience is necessary, as a
competitive club fitness is a
prerequisite for performing
at the level we compete at.

Trials will be on the 6th July

at Trojans Hockey Club,

Stoneham, SO50 9HT,
between 10am - 12pm.

Part of the HISP Multi
Academy Trust


https://spft-nhs-uk.zoom.us/j/98756118458?pwd=lzKu0M5A3cpSy6bdOMQuu93481zWjJ.1

Thornden
School /7

Department Spotlight

New feature! Each newsletter we will shine a spotlight on the work of one of our fantastic departments.

Miss Bramwell- (Head of History)

We are drawing to the end of a very successful year for our History students at Thornden.
Students are almost finishing their summer topics, so please ask them what they have
been studying!

Year 7 — What have the Tudors and Stuarts done for us?
Year 8 — How and why do we remember WW1?
Year 9 — How has terrorism shaped our modern world?

Year 10 — Migration and the British Empire 997-2016

As previously included in a newsletter, a major highlight of the year
was when Mrs Gemma Heenan led students and staff on a GCSE
trip to Berlin, taking in sites such as the Reichstag, Sachsenhausen
concentration camp, and the German Resistance Museum.

In recent months Year 8 students have been undertaking a study of WWI based around the key question
‘How and why do we remember WWI?’. Student Dougie F has detailed what he has been learning about:

‘For this term we have been studying WW! in History. We've explored the
causes of conflict, and the trigger event that kicked off the war. Then we
moved on to learning about the evolution of weaponry, like poison gas and
machine guns. Also, the medical advances including new effective techniques
for transportation of blood and the invention of the Thomas Splint. We studied
reasons for wanting to go and fight, propaganda and the censorship of
soldier’s letters. Most recently we had lessons about the Battle of the Somme,
and trying to decide whether it was fair to call Field Marshall Haig ‘the Butcher
of the Somme’.

Students will be finishing the topic looking at the contribution from the soldiers from the British Empire,
the Home Front, and reflecting on how we remember by looking at the creation of Remembrance Day,
wearing poppies, and the tomb of the unknown soldier.

As part of their home learning, Year 8 students have been plantlng poppies and researching what
happened to local soldiers from Chandler’s Ford.

A
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For your information, our Autumn topics are:

Year 7 — How did the Anglo Saxons lose control of England?

Year 8 — How similar were the revolutions in the Early Modern world?
Year 9 — To what extent was Stalin a ‘Red Tsar’?

Year 10 — Germany 1890-1945

Year || — The Korean and Vietnam Wars

Summer holiday activities:

By no means compulsory, the History department would recommend some free activities, books and
programmes that might interest you and the students:

Do Winchester walking tours:
Royal Blood Link

Tudor Trail Link

Medieval Jewish Trail Link

Watch Accessible
WWI — Operation Ouch WWI special (iPlayer,s2,epl 1)
Horrible Histories (iPlayer, series 8,9,10)

Ambitious

Rise of the Nazis S| Origins (iPlayer) — at the discretion of parents and carers
Read Black and British by David Olusoga

(please borrow a copy from your History teacher) DAVID OLUSOGA

‘o
0
_ ”:m

o GEBIoBs..
"\ Click here for all the latest careers news, events and opportunities. IDE ASFINANCE
i) PP CAREERS

A

o TIMEZ.

| SRO7 Mot
Please click on the image to register your interest SEEELAN
to attend the Barton Peveril Open Evening. e

\Q/ =

i

Yr 10/11 Open Evening

Weds 25th and Thurs 26th September

Register Interest Here

A
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https://sites.google.com/view/thorndenschoolcareers/career-events-opportunities
https://www.visitwinchester.co.uk/app/uploads/2021/01/009_royal_blood_12pp_dl-kbyg-web.pdf
https://www.visitwinchester.co.uk/app/uploads/2021/01/016_tudor_trail_kbyg-web.pdf
https://www.visitwinchester.co.uk/app/uploads/2017/10/Medieval-Jewish-Trail-Visit-Winchester.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xeRQTjG_2ZRGB53n9DzqjuoMcCUBrqQJSeNkDPcJCng/viewform?edit_requested=true
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Wellbeing Den- Mrs Kingsley-Smith (Pastoral Manager)

It has been an exciting year to look back on. We enjoyed establishing our new
room, the Wellbeing Den and supporting many students. We have managed a
number of referrals for further support including wellbeing check ins,
counselling, ELSA, young carers and bereaved students, as well as helping
students with their emotional needs. | am immensely proud of the team and
what they have achieved.

e

2

We enjoyed supporting the Year 6 Intake Evening and getting to meet parents of those children
who will be joining us in September.

The Breakfast Club (Bereavement Support Group)

The students valued the opportunity to launch a biodegradable balloon for
Father’s Day. It was beautiful to have the weather on our side. Next year we
will be looking at ways to celebrate this with further consideration to the
environment.

Young carers

Our Young Carers weekly meeting has now moved to a Tuesday break
time. The Young Carers are looking forward to their picnic at Itchen Valley
Country Park so let’s hope for good weather. Students in all year groups
recently attended an assembly on Young Carers to raise awareness and this
was very successful.

A huge thank you to FOTS for their support with all these initiatives to
support our students. If you have any ideas for how to support young
people and activities for next year, | would be delighted to hear from you.

Hampshire Book Awards-Mrs Oliver (Teacher of English)

We took Year 8 students to the Hampshire Book Awards on Tuesday. In the last
few weeks, all students involved read six books, which they critiqued with other
Year 8s from across the county. It was an excellent opportunity to read and
review new and exciting books. Well done to all involved. You were a credit to
Thornden.

Part of the HISP Multi
Academy Trust




Thornden
School /7

Sports Update-Mr B Hall (Head of PE Department)

Team | Gender | Sport VS | Opposition Fixture Type Result Player of The Match
Uuls | Girls Rounders vs | Romsey League Won 13.5-9.5 Abby F
ul3 | Girls Tennis vs | Kings' League Lost2- 10
Ul3 | Boys Tennis vs | Kings' Friendly Lost
Hampshire I'st (Hampshire
UI3 | Boys Athletics vs | Various Track KO Final champions)
Hampshire
ul3 | Girls Athletics vs | Various Track KO Final 5th
Hampshire I'st (Hampshire
Ul5 | Boys Athletics vs | Various Track KO Final champions)
Hampshire
uls | Girls Athletics vs | Various Track KO Final 5th
Ul2 | Mixed Rounders vs | Mountbatten | League Won I'1-10 Niamh & Dani
Ul3 | Mixed Rounders vs | Mountbatten | League Won 16-13.5 Hera & Natalia
f"" % Athletics Hampshire Championsl!!
aQ ? Last week all 4 of our athletics teams took part in the Track Knock Out Finals. Thornden
bg_ . ' was the only school who managed to have a team in the final of all 4 categories, which is
a :"v"‘ a fantastic achievement in itself.

Out of 54 schools from Hampshire, the Year 7 girls and the Year 8/9 girl’s teams finished
in a respectable 5 place but our boys sides managed to come away with the top spot, where our Year 7
boys and our Year 8/9 Boys were crowned Hampshire Champions! A huge well done to all those
involved!

Athletics Succes

Well done to Year | | student Rebekah who came first in the South East Schools Inter Girls combined
events! Rebekah and the Hampshire side have all qualified for the National Combined Events in Stoke in
September. We wish them the best of luck.

Student Success

We are always keen to hear about success stories from our students outside of school, so please do get in
touch if there is news we can share.

For any sporting successes, please email Mr Hall, Head of PE.

Twitter

Follow @PEThornden on Twitter for a few more pictures and regular updates from the PE department.

Part of the HISP Multi
Academy Trust
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We need your help!-Mrs Kehoe (Assistant Headteacher)

We would really like your help for a new initiative that starts in September. The
vast majority of our students have very positive learning behaviours, and we
are as close to disruption free learning as we have ever been. However, we do
have a small group of students who find that hard.

As a school we hold students to high expectations and do use sanctions when
students cross the line — this can range from detentions to fixed term suspensions. Where
students have had multiple suspensions, we realise that just putting sanctions in place is not
having the desired effect — to improve behaviour and therefore the learning of that small group.
We are implementing Restorative Behaviour Days as a way of addressing this situation.

The days will be on Fridays from September and will include a visit to a local care home, an
element of physical activity, and some restorative work around student behaviours and choices.

This is where we need your help, please. We have struggled to find a local gym provider/fitness
trainer, who would be able to support us with the physical aspect of the day. If you or anybody
you know may be able to help with this, please do get in contact and | will provide further
details.

Shakespeare Trip-Miss Piddington (Head of English)

A lovely group of Year 10 students visited the University of Southampton on
Friday |4th June for an interactive Shakespeare experience. We arrived at
Avenue Campus with plenty of time to eat pastries and play a collegiate game
of chess with students from Crestwood Community School. There was an
excited buzz as we sat in the lecture theatre for interactive talks on
Shakespeare's legacy and the establishment of Elizabethan theatre.

In the afternoon, students participated in their very own private seminar with Professor Alice
Hunt, in which they analysed and discussed Shakespeare's Sonnet 20. Ms Herridge and Ms
Roadnight were incredibly proud of the thoughtful insight’s students shared. Feedback about
the trip has been wonderfully positive: "This has made me look forward to university as an option
for my future studies. It was a good way to experience what it might be like." Well done to all
students involved; it was a brilliant day.

Part of the HISP Multi
Academy Trust
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Year | | Prom-Miss McGreal (Head of Year 1 1)

Last Friday, 28th June, the Guildhall in Winchester was transformed into a magical
"Starry Night" as we celebrated the Year | | Prom. The evening was filled with joy,
laughter, and unforgettable memories.

The venue sparkled with twinkling lights, capturing the enchanting theme — a huge

- thank you to the Year | | Prom committee for their hard work over this academic year.
Students arrived in glamorous attire, greeted by the elegant ambiance of the Guildhall. One of the
highlights of the evening was the casino tables, where students tried their luck at various games; blackjack
and roulette, adding an air of competitive excitement.

The pick n mix table and doughnut wall were a hit, offering a delightful array of treats that satisfied
everyone's sweet tooth. These fun additions ensured that there was something for everyone to enjoy
throughout the night.

Photobooths were set up, allowing students to capture their special moments with friends. The photos
served as wonderful keepsakes, preserving the memories of a night spent celebrating hard work and
friendship.

The DJ kept the dance floor alive, playing a mix of classic hits and modern tunes that had everyone
dancing until the very end. The energy was contagious with such a joyous atmosphere.

Thank you to all the staff and students who made this evening a spectacular success. The Year | | Prom
was truly a night to remember, marking a significant milestone in our students' lives. We wish the Class of
2024 all the best for the future!
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Thornden Recruitment

Cover Supervisor Role

Are you or someone you know looking to get into teaching? Becoming a Cover Supervisor is a great way
to gain experience within a school environment, supporting the teaching of various subjects, whilst
gaining valuable experience. For more information, and to apply, click here!

LSA Role

Interested in a new career? Want to be part of a friendly and dynamic team? Want to make a difference in
the lives of young people? We are recruiting new LSAs to support our students in a variety of capacities
across the school from September. If this is something that you would be interested in, or you know
someone else who might be, please email for more details.

General Contact

If you need to contact the school, please use either of the email addresses below.
In an emergency, please contact the school during office hours on 023 8026 9722.

info@thornden.hants.sch.uk/reception@thornden.hants.sch.uk

Inspiring Future Teachers (IFT) is a national School Centred Provider of Initial Teacher Training
(SCITT) working through regional partners to offer one-year postgraduate routes to Qualified
Teacher Status (QTS) with the option to study for a master’s level Postgraduate Certificate of
Education (PGCE). Inspiring Future Teachers — HISP Teacher Training is your local hub and aims
to provide the opportunity to train to teach n Hampshire.
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